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CHAPTEE XXV.
GHOST  STORIES.
SECRET passages suggest ghosts, and of these and evil
spirits the fort was believed to be very full. Some
frequented the palace, some the ramparts, while others
hung on trees outside the gateways. The fairies kept to
the wells, but other female spirits of a most malignant
description roamed about promiscuously. Predominant
over the other ghosts was that of the, founder of the
fort, * the great Emperor Akbar. He was never seen,
but he manifested his presence by sounds and influences
that were even more dreaded.
An old attendant of mine had once experienced them.
When quite a lad he served in the battalion that then
supplied guards for the fort. One evening he was
crossing the great square, when he heard his name
called. Thinking it was a comrade, he made no answer.
In a minute the voice came again, and from a different
direction, ' Kulloo Beg ! Kulloo Beg!' it said, ' tell me
whose house this is.' He now felt a little uncomfortable,
and hurried on. He had nearly reached the gateway,
when the question was repeated and in a louder tone,
and the voice came from right before him.
Kulloo Beg now thought it best to answer. He
replied, ' Oh, brother! Whoever you are, why do you
ask ? Do you not know that we are in the fortress of